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Important subjects of protection in the
forests of the Land Hessen

Habitats-Directive:
•Beech-Forests
•Bats
•Wood-Beetles

Birds-Directive:
•Woodpecker
•Birds of Prey
•Black-Stork
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Potential habitats of Beech forests in Europe

Potenziell natürliche Verbreitung der Buchenwälder
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Area of Natura 2000 in Hessen

Habitats-Directive:                   9,9 % of terr itory

Birds-Directive:                      14,7 % of ter ritory
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
N 2000 total: about 21 %   of territory

Total area of Hessen: 21.000 km 2 

Area of forests:   8.700 km 2 = 41 % of countrys territory

Deciduous Forests (Hardwood): about 55 %

Percentage of Beech-Forests :  about 2.000 km 2
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Management Plans as main
instrument:

- basis for contractual measures
- precise control of short ressources
- regulations concerning the trespassing by

visitors
- directives to avoid detoriation
- preparation of action plans for endangered

species
Contracts are prior to directives!!!
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Intention of  the contracts with forest
landowners

- winning landowners as partner
- focussing on factors and measures easily to put into
action: 
manage the amounts of

hardwood, old trees, deadwood

- long term contracts
- keeping the focus on the whole forest within the site, not
on parts of it

- as far as possible no detailed requirements
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Understanding of forest management in N 2000 - sites

• It is not our aim to arrange a long term stop of cuttings. 
Forest Management only has to avoid detoriation of 
natural habitats and disturbance of the species.

• In some cases we agree to a short term stop of cuttings in
parts of the site

• The stop of cuttings for an unlimited period only as rare 
exeption possible.
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Some details of the contracts with forest
land owners

Agreement in a minimum percentage of 
hardwood
- 70% if the main conservation objective refers

to habitats of annex I
- 50% if the main conservation objective refers to

species of annex II or birds

Duties of the landowners:
- providing important data
- implementing the management plan
- contributing to the monitoring of habitats
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Principal requirements of the contracts
with forest landowners

- develop manifold structured forests

- forestal measures ensure stable forests

- achieve an amount of about 10 m3 / hectare
deadwood
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Das Altersklassenbild zeigt: Die Buche wird vermehr t verjüngt und die Altbestände nehmen trotzdem deut lich zu.

Buche - Altersklassenbild 
1994 / 2006
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The beech in Hessen – age of beech forests
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Integration of conservation measures into
forest management is the right way to achieve
the objectives of Natura 2000, but

- it does not help some parts of biodiversity bound
on primeval forests

- even huge amounts of deadwood in forest
managed forests can not substitute primeval
forests

consequence: in addition to forest managed sites
we have a defined amount of 15.000 hectares
(2%) which should develop to primeval forests.


