
Natura 2000 in France                                            
Challenges and opportunities for state forest

9th Conference of European State Forestry Organisations

9-12 June 2008, Bialowieza

Pierre-Olivier Drège CEO 

Office National des Forêts



Natura 2000 in France  
a high share for state forest

Natura 2000 share

12%

State ForestFrench territory

37%

State forest covers

3% of French territory

and

10% of N2000 areas



Opportunities of N2000 for public forest

� Some UE funds dedicated to N2000 :

� EARDF (national rural development plan)   
• measure 227 : Natura 2000 investments in forests 
• measure 323 A : Elaboration of Natura 2000 mgt plans
• measure 323 B : Natura 2000 investments in non-fores t 
land

� LIFE + (Nature and biodiversity part) : only  
innovation projects

� ONF benefits of more than 3M€ every year for studies  
and investments

� Increase of knowledge and effectiveness of 
biodiversity management in ONF practices



Several difficulties with N2000

• “Bureaucracy” costs : 

� at least 2500 € for every grant demand’s 
preparation 

� teadious justification practices for payment of UE 
funds leads to unrecovered costs

• Adaptation of productive measures is not financed

• Running costs are not financed 

• Public bodies are only partly eligible for UE funds  : 

� ONF is not eligible for LIFE +

� Only a part of ONF costs are eligible to EARDF



Field example

Safeguard of dead wood  in Grésigne forest

Important diversity of insects : third best forest in E urope 
regarding the number of insects

Actions identified in the N2000 management plan  : 

• Actions with specific financing: safeguard of 
senescent trees (5% of the area designed : 15m3 of 
dead wood per ha)

• Actions without financing: adaptation of the forest 
general management plan  : safeguard of coppice, 
safeguard  of 20% of the canopy, modification of cut s 
planning,…

Natura 2000 contract signed

Grant : 50 000 € (measure 227 of EARDF)


