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• All 17 species of bat

• Dormouse 

• Otter

• Great crested newt

• Smooth snake and sand lizard
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Habitats Directive 1992 > Habitats Regs 1994

SACs and ‘European Protected Species’

Spp that are rare or threatened across Europe

In England most are woodland spp, & include:
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Common species
are everywhere!

Rare species are
more restricted,
often to large old
woods.

Brown long-eared Noctule Pipistrelle (all species) Natterer’s

Bechstein’s Barbastelle Greater horseshoe Lesser horseshoe

(8 of the 17 British spp shown)
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• Improving habitat usually involves risk of death of some 
individual animals 

• Most forestry operations could result in criminal 
proceedings

• Dissuades owners when forest policy is using the wood 
energy opportunity to bring more woods into 
management 

• Licensing could be a huge administrative burden (>1000 
per year)

• UK Government is committed to reducing regulation 
• Requires joined-up approach from Government 

Departments for conservation and forestry and 
consistency between forestry & farming

• Securing involvement in the development of policy
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Spring 2007

Forestry Commission & Natural England favour 
large-scale EPS licensing for woodland 
management activities.

August 2007

Substantial change in approach - pragmatism 
prevails.

Good Practice to cover 95% of on-going activities 
with Licensing an option for the remainder.
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Good Practice Guidance

Advises on how to survey for EPS
Specifies scale, timing & frequency of woodland 

operations to avoid significant impacts on local 
populations of EPS.

Licensing
Last resort!

Cannot be speculative - requires detailed survey.
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1) Woodland conservation requires intervention

2) Protection of rare species should not stop work 
which will help conserve wider biodiversity

3) Some European Protected Species are not rare 
in England

4) Our overall aim is conserving populations of 
these species, not protecting every individual

5) Work that complies with Good Practice will not 
require a Licence

6) If you comply with Good Practice or a Licence 
you should not be committing an offence
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• The intention is to conserve populations

•But the Habitats Regulations provide strict 
protection for individuals

•Good Practice still leaves a small risk of killing 
some individuals or damaging breeding sites

• But responsible operators should be immune 
to prosecution
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Natural England remains the statutory body for protected species
Forestry Commission helps to implement for the ‘woodland species’

& woodland management operations
They have jointly:
• produced Good Practice Guidance
• developed simplified Licensing documents & process
FE England:

• works mainly through Good Practice
• applies for licences in exceptional circumstances
• has upgraded Planning processes and documentation
• takes responsibility and has the expertise and knowledge to 

make it work
Private Owners
• yet to see their response and the impact on woodland 

management and fuelwood targets
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Destumping

NightjarPlanting

Harvesting
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