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Forest, forestry
and National forest service in Italy

• The Italian forests
• The Italian National Forest

Corps (CFS)

• The State natural reserves
and forests

• The new national forest
programme (PQSF)
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The Italian forests
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Main figures on the Italian forests

May 2007 - Second National
Forest Inventory (IFNC)

• 10,4 M ha total forest (8,7 M 
ha forest, 1,7 other wooded
land), land coverage 34%;
• 2/3 above 500 m asl;
• 63,5% private, 32,4% public;
• 81,3% potentially available for
production, harvested 8 M 
m3/year (5 M m3 fuelwood);
• estimated 12 billion trees.
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Forest fires in Italy - an overview

Figures collected by CFS

• Average from last decade : 
per year 7.500 fires, 87.000 
hectares burnt land, out of 
which half is wooded;

• 2007, worst year out of 20: 
10.000 fires, 225.000 
hectares of burnt land, 23 
victims – 24 July 2007, 
“worst ever day”;

• 98% fires by people
(negligence and arson).
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The Italian National Forest Corps
(CFS)
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Structure of the National Forest Corps (CFS)

• The first core of CFS was
established in the year 1822 
to protect and manage
forests and mountains;

• It is currently present in 15 
out of 20 Italian regions but
having national relevance
(police activities);

• Some 8.400 staff people, 
from forest guards up to a 
Director General, plus almost
1.800 seasonal workers.
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Main CFS’s tasks and responsibilities

• Main task: national
police corps specialised
in environment protection
(law N. 36/2004);

• Great tradition against
forest fires (prevention, 
fighting, statistics, 
investigations, etc);

• Other tasks (Inventory, 
monitoring, research, 
CITES, forest policy
formulation and 
implementation, etc)
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The State nature reserves and forests
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Tarvisio

Belluno
Vittorio Veneto

Verona

Punta Marina

Pistoia
Lucca

Cecina Pieve Santo Stefano

Pratovecchio
Vallombrosa

Assisi
Siena

Follonica L’Aquila
Pescara

Caserta

Castel di Sangro

Sabaudia

Roma
HEADQUARTERS

Foresta Umbra

Isernia

Martina FrancaPotenza

Catanzaro

Cosenza

Mongiana

Reggio Calabria

CFS’
Biodiversity
Office 
manages the 
few left State 
forest
properties

Organisation:
a special 
Headquarter in 
Rome and 28 
scattered local
entities (CFS’
Land 
Biodiversity
Officies - UTB)
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3 State centres for
Forest Biodiversity

research and 
conservation

•
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9 Ramsar Convention 
international wetlands

• •

•
CFS’ Biodiversity office 

manages 130 State 
nature reserves + other

protected areas for a total 
of 130.000 ha
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•
16 Experimental farms for

Genetic Resources
Conservation
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The Tarvisio forest

• This is currently the only
productive State forests
(formerly known as ASFD);

• Montainous area in 
Northern Italy, 23.000 ha of 
spruce and beech, half still
used for production;

• Close-to-nature
management, growing
stock 280 m3/ha, annual
increment 4,59 m3/ha, only
half is harvested.
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The new national forest
programme (PQSF)
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Basic legislation

• National forest law N 227/2001;
• Article 1082 of the National law

N.296/2006 (Financial law) 
foresees a “Framework
Programme for the Forest
Sector” (PQSF);

• Currently under draft by a 
group composed by
representatives of the 
Ministries of Agriculture and 
Environment, CFS and 
Regions;

• Later public/ngos consultation.
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PQSF’s main goals

1. Shaped around the EU Forest Action Plan (4 
objectives, 18 key actions) and MCPFE;

2. Listing and putting order between all forest
actions (regional) and forest related plans;

3. Implementing international commitmets.

Expected to start on 1 January 2009
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Thanks for your attention!
www.corpoforestale.it


